 Alpha and Omega English Discussion Club: Easter 


         Matthew 28, Luke 24, Acts 1
Jesus Has Risen

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 'The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'
When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 
Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. These returned and reported it to the rest. 

The Ascension of Jesus

Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

He said to them: "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
Questions (beginner)

1. Who came to the tomb very early in the morning, and why?

2. What did the two men say to the women?

3. Please describe these men.
4. What did Jesus tell the disciples while he was still with them?

5. Why didn’t the disciples believe that Jesus rose again?

6. Who got up and ran to the tomb?

7. For how many days did Jesus appear to the people?

8. What were Jesus’ last words?

9. What did the two men say after the ascension of Jesus?

10. Why did Jesus die and rose again?

 Discussion (advanced and intermediate)
· Do you know what Easter celebration means? Does your family celebrate it? What are your traditions for Easter?

· Why do you think Judas decided to betray Jesus?
· What do you know about the Last Supper? What Jesus taught at it? Why was it important?
· In the event of the Garden of Gethsemane, whose side would you be on – the praying and crying Jesus, the sleeping disciples, the kissing Judas, the soldiers who try to arrest Jesus, the priests who try to “protect” their people?

· Why did the people want to crucify Jesus? Didn’t He help them? Why did they ask Pilate to release Barabbas?
· If Jesus is God, why didn’t he defend Himself during the arrest, the court hearings, the lashings, or the execution?
· Why did the women go to the tomb on Sunday? Did they expect the surprise? How would you feel if you saw what they saw? Can you relate to Thomas, and how would you feel if you were told what he was told? Would you ask to put fingers in Jesus’ wounds?

· Jesus ascended – does it mean that He is now further from us, or closer to us? What do you think? Will He come again?
· When thinking about the events of Easter days, do you think this is a sad or a joyful time? Please explain your opinion.
 Words
	to prepare 
	готовить
	to bow
	поклониться
	The Holy Spirit
	Святой Дух

	early 
	рано
	among
	среди
	to baptize
	крестить

	tomb
	могила
	to crucify
	распинать
	disciple
	ученик

	stone
	камень
	to seem
	казаться
	to obey
	повиноваться

	to roll
	катить
	afterward
	позже
	intently
	пристально

	suddenly
	внезапно
	to appear
	появляться
	heaven
	небеса

	to gleam
	мерцать
	to report
	сообщать
	to receive
	принимать

	fright
	испуг
	ascension
	вознесение
	to command
	приказывать


 Homework

Write an essay on one of the following topics (you can use any resources for research):
1. My favorite part of the Easter story.
2. Easter celebration in my family.
3. Easter traditions of different countries.
4. Does the world need Jesus?
5. (any other Easter-related topic you would like to write about)
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You are welcome to visit our website to download lesson materials or discuss the club: aomegaonline.org

